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Maritime Captain Allan Michael, civil rights
pioneer, dedicated to ending racism

By Alice Bemalein
Trbune Cacraspondont

[ owam people 10 know about
Alben Michael (195820000, who
beoke now ground as ong of i
carlicst maaritine: caplaing of oolos
in New York Harbor and a5 the
first black captain s New Yoak Cir-
cle L Sighisecing Yachis, in a
carcer spanning 37 vears, Inoong ol
the bambest pont ciies inthe U, 5.
as he coptained boaws with GO0 pas-
semzers al a e, he pever hisd an
accident, And on the Guelul day -
Septemaber 11, 2001 = Michael wis
amoig the brave st sesponders,
and nesed his Cirgle Line boan from
morng i nighi, 1o ferry hundieds
of twermied poople from Ground
Zero o sty in New Jersey. His
beavery comed him a proclans-
teon of gratde leom the mayvor off
MY,

Mol will e ramonbened
For his seging tha Acsletic Beal-
isam, the ochrcation Fogusdod by the
g poct and critic El Siepl, i
the kioew bedze that can ¢ixd racism,
His sty of wizal Sieoel explained
is e Mght in all people botween,
contempd = the “addivon 1w sl
throuzly the bessening of somacthing
clee,” and respect — waning 1w
know and be B o the world, wis
cetiieal 1o his saEecess a5 3 noenner

fn 2007, he zave the keviose
spocch for the anmual Black His-
wry Month scholardup dinner of
the Oneanieaion of Black Man-
1emne Grachenss (OBMG), Founded
in 19, OBMG S mission is 1o
alvance educanond  possibilitics
for Alncan=-Amserican and mae-
ity studems theowzh sclwobarships,
menioning and lonus on ¢omabu-

from

A Presentation at the US Capitol
Congressional Auditonum

October 21, 2009

OEMG Schelarship reciplents, Capl Richard Cook at flag, Capl Howard

Wyehe right of flag, Cadet Claudia Jega, 22 (1st woman cadet in uniferm
from right], Credit: SUNY Maritime College.

o of Affican Anwricans o the
hisgory of the Mantime Indusin,
Becanse of Michacls contribae-
Gons, he was elecied o their board
of direcions.

He conchuded his stiming key-
node specch saving:

"It &5 hard to be Black in this
coumiry and el that justice is po-
ng B oome vour way, bocase
black peopke have curcd homific
mjisstioe For years, fom siavery 1o
rcial profiling. This has made Tor
rernerdious Eer i our ration,”

And spaaking about the prin-
ciples of Acsthetic Reslism and
whiat he lemed, be oomtinued,
wits through the thoughd of El Sie-
gel, a white man, that [ was able to
understmd the doepest things in
niysell; and this points (o a fund-
mcnial hope for all mecs, In beau-
tiful prose, Mr Sicgel stxed: "It
willl e found thet black and white
men have the same poodnessdcs,
the s empiations, and can be
criticieed in the sume way, The
skoin may be different, but the aora
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i5 quite the sume.” Humamity will
thank him a5 1 do for teaching in
Acsthetic Realism how all poople
can honestly so¢ cach other with
depth, kindness and respect.”

Michaels address wis precied
enihusizstically, “He kepd evenong
on the adge of their scat as he old
his story,” stated the OB MG mews-
letter, And on his passing this v,
OBMG fumding board mcmbers,
Captain Richard Cock snd Captain
Howard Whyche, wrode a nxwing
iribate 1o Michack:

Maritime Caplain Allan Michael, credit:
David M. Bernatein

“His passion, quist  OMURge,
kind heart and ininritabde spint ane
a naaded (o be erlated and will be
sorely missed, He wioie impostan
articles on bow mcism cn chamge
theousith the study of Acsihetic Re-
alisme, With his wife, odwcator and
public speaker, Mondque Micha:l,
he has eaken par in retionwide
perfommanees of the siming anki-
rcism production by Alice Ber-
mstcin, “The People of Clarendon
Ciowmniy™ — A pliay by Ossic Drvis,
and e Answer 1o Racism.”

This vear, Lon Colavite and |
had the povikege of attending the
Febnery 27, OBMG Black His-
tory Month scholarship awards
dinner, hosted by the Cultural Club
@ SUNY Manmime College, where
13 scholarships were awarded. It
was decply maving 10 hear naum-
tves by voung men and women
whio, in the fce of Income incqual-
ity and racial prejudice, are deter-
muned 1o swocced mihe man: caneer
opporiunities QBMG offered o
them. The response of mcwiors,
students, cadets, beachers and ami-
lics was povous,

Stimng tnbules were gven by
cadets 10 honor deceisod manmers:
Bahamian Capiain Phalip Theoms,
who penshed ks September dur-
g Humcane Donan i the Bala-
mas; L Anionse Litman, founder
of Virgina's Howse of Hope, pro-
viding scholarshups to underprivi-
leped voulhs for mantime canoers
thraugh their Tughoat Program.,

Cadet Clnedia Zicka 22 (from
Podand) read Captain Michael's of=
ficial OBMG b, which tells of has
stuchy of Acsihetic Bealism

Al the conclhesion of the evening,
Cadet Joslwa Bums, onginally
from Loutsiara, told me, =1 want
to beam Avcsthetic Ricalism 1k the
capiam did.”

Iine video of Copiaiie Michoel &
T Kewverare, dxoon bourd e
af; Fentpscwwmmn nod el oo
wertch e LRI Cake LT

Alice Bernstein is o Jotormeliss,
historian, and Acihetic Reallon
Associate. Liak fo er works i
alffancvsfeivicaaliarm.ong, lirek
fo Aesthertic Realisnr Fotvafation:
wwwnes el oneolixmony




